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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Lathom  and  Burscough. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration 
my  Eighteenth  Annual  Report  dealing  with  the  vital 
statistics  and  sanitary  administration  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Lathom  and  Burscough  during  the  year  1913. 

The  area  of  Lathom  and  Burscough  is  a  very  large 
one,  and  covers  13,654  acres  altogether. 

Both  Lathom  and  Burscough  are  very  flat,  only  the 
southern  portion  being  at  all  hilly. 

The  population  is  very  scattered  except  in  such 
villages  as  New  Lane,  Burscough  Bridge,  Burscough 
Town,  Hoscar,  Newburgh,  Westhead,  &c. 

It  is  a  strictly  rural  district,  and  most  of  the 
inhabitants  are  agriculturalists.  The  ground  being  very 
fertile  and  highly  cultivated. 

Besides  agriculturalists,  there  are  about  400  to  500 
boatmen  living  in  the  district  who  find  employment  on 
the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal. 

Population. 

In  1901  the  population  was  7,111,  and  in  1911  it 
was  7,235. 

I  should  say  that  there  is  probably  an  increase 
of  100  since  then,  and  would  estimate  it  at  about  7,320, 
as  a  fair  number  of  the  inhabitants  have  left  during  the 
year  to  get  employment  for  their  children  at  factories 
in  Blackburn,  Burnley,  and  Wigan. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

Births. — During  the  year  1913,  192  births  were 
registered  in  the  district. 

Males  ...  81 

Females  ...  Ill 

Total  ...  192  Births. 

This  number  is  the  correct  one  for  the  district,  and 
is  considerably  higher  than  that  of  the  previous  year 
when  only  150  were  registered.  The  rate  per  thousand 
is  26*2,  the  average  for  the  past  six  years  being  25 T. 
For  1912,  it  was  only  20*4  per  thousand. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  in  the 
district  was  12,  or  exactly  the  same  as  last  year. 

Deaths. — Very  accurate  returns  are  now  obtainable 
of  all  deaths  occurring  amongst  inhabitants  of  Lathom 
and  Burscough,  whether  registered  within  or  without 
the  district,  and  any  death  occurring  within  the  district 
of  any  non-resident,  is  deducted  from  the  total. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  actually  registered  in 
the  district  was  91,  non-residents  in  the  district,  Nil, 
and  of  residents  not  registered  in  the  district,  10, 
bringing  the  total  to  101. 

The  death  rate  is  1379.  This  is  considerably  in 
excess  of  last  year  when  the  number  was  75,  with  a 
death  rate  10  2. 

The  ages  at  death  were  as  follows  : — 


Under 

1 
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. . . 

24 
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4 
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45 
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10 

ii 

11 

45 
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65 

ii 

20 

ii 

11 

65 

ii 

upwards 

27 

ii 

The  unsatisfactory  part  of  this  table  is  the  large 
number  of  deaths  occurring  amongst  infants  under  1  year 
of  age.  The  satisfactory  part  is  the  low  number  of 
deaths  between  the  ages  of  2  years  and  25  years,  and 
the  number  who  have  died  over  65  years  of  age,  in  fact 
many  of  these  in  this  table  were  over  80  years  of  age. 


Zymotic  Death  Rate. 


The  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  namely  : — 
Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough,  Fever,  and  Diarrhoea,  gave  rise  to  11  deaths, 
as  compared  with  only  2  for  1912. 


Enteric  Fever 
Smallpox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  . . . 
Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea 


Nil 

Nil 

1  Death. 


Nil 

7  Deaths. 


Total  ...  11  Deaths. 

This  gives  a  Zymotic  death  rate  of  1*5  per  1000. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  Infants  dying  under  one  year  of  age 
is  24,  or  more  than  twice  as  many  as  in  1912. 

The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 


Measles 

Influenza 

Tubercular  Meningitis 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia  ... 
Diarrhoea 

Debility  . 


1  Death. 

1  ,, 

1  „ 

3  „ 

2 

5  „ 

11 


Total  ...  24  Deaths. 


The  rate  per  1000  births  registered  is  125,  and  is 
practically  double  that  of  last  year,  and  rather  higher 
than  the  average  for  the  past  10  years. 
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The  summer  of  1913  was  a  hot  dry  one,  and  as  a 
consequence  of-  this  there  were  many  more  cases  of 
Enteritis  amongst  children  and  5  deaths.  The  summer 
and  autumn  of  1912  were  on  the  other  hand  cold  and 
wet,  the  result  being  that  we  had  few  cases  of  Enteritis 
and  only  1  death  from  this  cause. 

Another  cause  for  the  increase  in  deaths  of  infants 
under  1  year  of  age  is  Debility  from  Birth,  11  Infants 
dying  from  this  cause,  as  compared  with  4  for  the 
previous  year.  Why  there  should  be  so  great  a  disparity 
between  the  years  1912  and  1913  from  debility  it  is 
difficult  to  make  out. 

Instructions  have  been  given  to  parents  and 
pamphlets  issued  to  them  on  the  care  and  management 
of  their  Infants  as  in  previous  years. 

The  District  Nurse  belonging  to  the  Lathom 
Nursing  Association  visits  the  sick  in  both  Lathom  and 
Burscough  and  often  gives  advice  to  parents  on  the 
preparation  of  food  for  children,  and  the  care  and 
management  of  Infants  during  the  period  of  lactation. 

If  it  were  not  for  this  the  probability  is  that  the 
infantile  death  rate  would  be  still  higher. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  is  not  yet 
adopted  for  this  district,  neither  have  we  appointed  a 
Health  Visitor. 

With  reference  to  a  Health  Visitor  for  the  district 
I  still  consider  that  a  great  deal  of  good  might  be 
done  by  one  in  advising  parents  how  to  manage  and 
feed  their  infants  and  especially  the  younger  and  less 
experienced  mothers.  I  frequently  see  Infants  having 
milk  out  of  medicine  bottles,  beer  bottles,  soda  water 
bottles,  with  long  tubes  attached  to  them,  sometimes 
with  the  milk  sour  and  unfit  even  for  the  cat,  the  domestic 
animal  would  refuse  it,  but  the  child  has  to  take  it. 
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Surely  some  arrangement  might  be  made  with  the 
Lathom  Nursing  Association  for  the  Nurse  to  take  up 
this  duty  along  with  her  other  work  of  sick  nursing. 
Most  of  the  work  would  come  during  the  summer  and 
autumn  months  when  there  is  as  a  rule  very  little  other 
sickness  to  attend  to. 

The  worst  part  of  my  report  is  the  fact  that  there 
were  12  illegitimate  births  registered  in  the  district,  and 
that  out  of  these  unfortunate  infants  7  died,  or  over 
58  per  cent. 

This  is  a  very  deplorable  state  of  affairs,  that  over 
half  the  illegitimate  infants  born  during  the  year  should 
die  under  one  year  of  age. 

Some  of  these  cases  ought  to  have  been  kept  under 
observation,  and  this  is  exactly  where  the  duties  of  a 
Health  Visitor  would  come  in  to  look  after  such  cases 
as  these. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  total  number  of  Infectious  diseases  notified  or 
ascertained  by  me  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notifica¬ 
tion  Act,  was  204,  as  against  137  for  1912,  69  for  1911, 
and  44  for  1910. 


Diphtheria 

...  6 

Erysipelas 

...  12 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

...  162 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

!!’.  ii 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

...  10 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

i 

Total  ...  204  Cases. 

The  large  increase  both  last  year  and  especially  this 
year  is  due  to  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
reported,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  to  the  fact  that  all  forms 
of  Tuberculosis  are  now  notifiable.  Scarlet  Fever  has 
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been  present  daring  the  whole  year,  and  also  the  greater 
part  of  last  year.  The  total  number  of  deaths  registered 
from  Scarlet  Fever  is  only  2,  so  that  one  satisfactory 
part  is  that  the  death  rate  from  this  illness  is  very  low 
being  only  1*6  per  cent,  of  cases  reported. 


Isolation  Hospital. 

This  Hospital  is  situated  in  Ormskirk,  and  is  a  joint 
Hospital  with  Ormskirk,  and  is  capable  of  accommodating 
26  patients. 

The  Infectious  diseases  notifiable  in  this  district  are 
Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Erysipelas,  Typhus, 
Enteric  Fever,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Cerebro-Spinal 
Fever,  and  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

The  diseases  not  notifiable  are  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough,  Chickenpox,  and  Diarrhoea. 

The  number  of  cases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated 
in  Hospital  are — 

Scarlet  Fever  ..  ...  16  Cases. 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  5  „ 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  5  „ 


Total 


26 


As  well  as  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  Ormskirk,  we 
have  a  Smallpox  Hospital  situated  in  Burscough,  for  the 
treatment  of  cases  of  Smallpox,  capable  of  accommodating 
8  Smallpox  patients,  4  of  each  sex. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  nearly  full  with 
Scarlet  Fever  patients  several  times  during  the  year, 
either  with  Ormskirk  or  Burscough  and  Lathom  patients. 
During  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  so  many 
notifications  of  Scarlet  F ever  were  received  that  it  was 
hopeless  to  attempt  the  removal  of  all  cases  to  Hospital, 
as  no  good  or  useful  purpose  would  have  been  achieved 
by  doing  so. 
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The  epidemic  did  abate  considerably  by  the  end 
of  April,  and  after  that  cases  were  again  sent  to 
Hospital. 

The  total  number  of  patients  admitted  into  Hospital 
from  this  district  was — 

Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Enteric. 

46  2  2 

A  Total  of  50  altogether. 

Last  year  forty- seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
admitted,  seven  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  four  of  Enteric 
Fever,  a  total  of  58. 

The  comparison  of  the  years  1912  and  1913  shows 
one  more  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  admitted  in  1912,  five 
more  of  Diphtheria,  and  two  more  of  Enteric  Fever. 

Smallpox. 

No  cases  were  reported.  Nevertheless,  although  we 
have  had  no  cases  now  for  several  years,  I  should 
strongly  advise  that  the  Smallpox  Hospital  should  be 
always  kept  in  a  state  of  readiness.  I  consider  that  we 
are  certain  to  get  some  cases  within  the  next  few  years, 
as  so  many  of  the  inhabitants  are  evading  vaccination, 
and  getting  exemption  papers. 

Measles. 

Measles  are  not  notifiable  in  Lathom  and  Burscough. 
We  had  a  severe  epidemic  in  the  months  of  September, 
October,  November,  and  December,  which  spread  to  all 
the  Schools  in  the  district,  notably  Wesleyan  Schools, 
St.  John’s  Schools,  Roman  Catholic  Schools,  and  Lord’s 
Gate  Schools,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  to  Hall  Lane 
Schools. 

The  first  four  mentioned  Schools  were  closed  on 
account  of  the  epidemic. 
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Frequent  visits  were  made  to  the  various  Schools, 
and  everything  was  done  to  prevent  it  spreading,  both 
as  to  excluding  of  individual  children  and  closing  the 
Infant  departments,  but  without  much  success. 

The  actual  number  of  cases  which  occurred  I  am 
unable  to  say,  but  it  must  have  been  a  large  one. 


Whooping  Cough. 

Very  few  cases  came  under  my  observation  and  no 
School  closure  was  adopted. 


Diphtheria. 

Six  cases  were  reported  as  against  11  for  last  year. 
All  the  cases  were  reported  from  Lathom.  Two  were 
removed  to  Hospital,  and  one  died  in  Hospital.  No 
other  deaths  were  registered. 

The  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  Order,  1910,  has  been  in 
force  in  this  district  for  many  years,  and  in  most  of  the 
cases  serum  has  been  used  in  the  treatment. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
have  been  notified  during  the  year  out  of  204  noti¬ 
fications  received  of  Infectious  Diseases,  and  out  of  this 
number  46  have  been  admitted  to  Hospital.  Two  deaths 
occurred. 

During  the  last  few  months  of  1912  Scarlet  Fever 
was  very  prevalent  in  both  Lathom  and  Burscough,  and 
during  the  months  of  January,  February,  March,  and 
April  of  this  year  a  large  number  of  cases  were  reported. 
Sporadic  cases  continued  to  be  reported  during  the 
whole  year. 
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The  cases  reported  were  with  very  few  exceptions  of 
a  very  mild  character,  in  fact  so  much  so  that  it  was 
difficult  to  diagnose  them  as  Scarlet  Fever,  and  some  had 
to  be  kept  under  observation  for  a  time  before  being  able 
to  definitely  decide  the  nature  of  illness.  This  makes  it 
exceedingly  difficult  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  fever  as 
undoubtedly  many  parents  failed  to  recognise  it  or  to 
send  for  a  medical  man.  The  children  were  then  sent  to 
school  and  soon  conveyed  it  to  others.  Several  of  the 
children  I  have  seen  desquamating  in  the  streets.  In 
other  instances  I  have  heard  of  parents  intentionally 
concealing  the  fact  that  there  was  Scarlet  Fever  in  their 
houses,  and  it  only  became  known  to  me  months 
afterwards. 

The  Schools  were  very  frequently  inspected  during 
the  year  and  also  all  the  scholars  in  Schools  affected. 
Several  suspicious  cases  were  sent  to  their  own  homes, 
and  excluded  from  School. 

The  following  Schools  were  closed  for  Scarlet 
Fever : — 

Hall  Lane  Lathom. 

Wesleyan  Schools. 

Lathom  Park  Infants’  Schools. 

Disinfectants  have  been  very  freely  used  and  the 
Schools  have  been  disinfected. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  at  all  the  Schools  have 
been  and  are  very  satisfactory. 

In  all  cases  where  the  patient  has  been  removed 
to  Hospital,  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  patient  have 
been  disinfected  by  Formaline  Vapour  and  the  bedding 
removed  to  Hospital  to  be  disinfected  there  by  a  steam 
disinfector  and  returned  to  the  house  when  completed. 
Also  at  the  termination  of  the  disease  of  those  treated 
at  their  own  homes  the  caretaker  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  has  visited  the  house,  stoved  and  disinfected 
it,  and  removed  infected  bedding. 
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Owing  to  a  change  of  Matron  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  I  am  unable  to  give  an  accurate  list  of  the 
number  of  times  that  the  fever  van  has  been  into  the 
district  to  remove  patients  to  the  Hospital,  also  the 
number  of  houses  disinfected,  and  the  number  of  times 
that  the  steam  disinfector  has  been  used  to  disinfect 
clothes  and  bedding. 

The  present  Matron  gives  50  visits  for  patients, 
60  houses  stoved,  and  the  disinfector  used  for  clothes 
and  bedding,  36  times. 


Enteric  Fever. 

Only  two  cases  were  reported,  as  against  4  for  1912, 
and  13  for  1911.  Both  were  removed  to  Hospital,  and 
both  cases  recovered. 


Diarrhoea. 

This  disease  includes  all  deaths  certified  as  being 
due  to  Diarrhoea,  Epidemic  Enteritis,  Zymotic  Enteritis, 
Summer  Diarrhoea,  Dysentery,  and  Cholera. 

There  was  a  considerable  number  of  persons  suffering 
from  this  illness  during  the  autumn  months,  and  5  infants 
and  2  adults  died  from  this  cause.  During  such  a 
summer  and  autumn  as  we  experienced  in  1912,  when 
it  was  cold  and  wet,  we  have  very  few  cases  of  this 
disease,  but  in  such  seasons  as  1913,  when  it  is  hot 
and  dry,  Diarrhoea  is  much  more  prevalent. 

Special  instructions  were  issued  and  greater  care 
than  usual  taken  during  the  summer  and  autumn  to 
keep  the  streets  very  clean,  to  frequently  empty  the 
privies  and  ashpits,  and  to  impress  upon  people  the 
importance  of  keeping  all  articles  of  food  covered  and 
not  to  allow  flies  to  contaminate  articles  of  food,  specially 
such  as  was  meant  for  the  consumption  of  Infants. 
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Respiratory  Diseases. 

Under  the  above  are  included  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
and  Pleurisy,  accounting  for  19  deaths  as  compared  with 
17  for  1912.  The  rate  is  19  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths  registered. 


Phthisis. 

Under  the  New  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1912, 
all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  are  now  compulsorily  notifiable. 
This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  February,  1913. 

Twenty-one  cases  altogether  have  been  reported, 
11  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  10  of  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis. 

Of  these,  3  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  have 
been  fatal,  1  of  Tubercular  Meningitis,  and  2  of  other 
Tubercular  diseases,  making  a  total  of  6  altogether. 

Records  of  all  these  cases  are  kept  by  me,  the 
different  patients  visited  and  their  surroundings,  &c., 
inspected,  advice  is  given,  disinfectants  issued,  and  all 
precautions  taken  to  prevent  other  members  of  the  family 
developing  the  disease.  Should  the  case  terminate 
fatally,  the  caretaker  from  the  Isolation  Hospital  visits 
the  house  and  disinfects  all  infected  bedding  and  rooms 
as  in  any  other  infectious  case.  This  may  in  time  tend 
to  diminish  the  number  of  cases  of  Phthisis  notified,  and 
also  the  number  of  deaths,  but  it  is  necessary  to  educate 
the  people  to  the  fact  that  Phthisis  is  an  infectious 
disease,  and  that  it  can  be  conveyed  from  one  person  to 
another.  I  think  they  are  realising  this  more  now  than 
they  did  a  few  years  ago,  and  that  the  open  air  treatment 
is  the  best,  open  doors,  open  windows,  plenty  of  good  air, 
good  food,  and  plenty  of  air  space  in  their  rooms. 

Very  little  progress  has  yet  been  made  in  providing 
sanatoria  for  these  unfortunate  people,  and  great  difficulty 
and  long  waits  are  frequently  experienced  before  a  patient 
can  be  admitted. 
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I  am  still  of  the  opinion  as  I  was  last  year  that  a 
veterinary  surgeon  should  be  appointed  for  a  district  or 
several  districts,  to  inspect  all  cattle  and  dairies,  and  to 
order  the  destruction  of  all  cattle  found  to  be  suffering 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  or  Tuberculosis  in  any  form. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

Scavenging. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Authorities,  and 
is  performed  quite  satisfactorily. 

The  Council  have  their  own  horse,  and  cart,  and  men. 

The  privies  and  ashpits  are  emptied  regularly,  so 
also  are  ashbins. 

All  suitable  refuse  is  taken  by  farmers,  who  use  it 
for  manuring  their  land.  Any  unsuitable  refuse  is 
carted  away  and  used  to  fill  up  old  ditches  or  ponds. 
A  few  complaints  have  been  made  that  the  men 
employed  for  this  purpose  did  not  empty  them  frequently 
enough,  but  the  district  is  a  very  large  one,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  empty  more  than  a  certain  number  in  a 
day.  I  should  say  that  the  complaints  are  fewer  this 
year  than  ever. 

N  UISANCES. 

Four  notices  have  been  served  for  the  abatemant  of 
nuisances  during  the  year.  No  legal  proceedings  have 
been  necessary,  a  letter  drawing  the  attention  of  the 
owner  to  any  sanitary  defect  being  found  sufficient. 

Seventy-eight  nuisances  have  been  remedied.  The 
majority  of  the  nuisances  reported  have  been  defective 
drains,  badly  paved  yards,  delapidated  ashpits  and  privies. 
A  detailed  iist  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Burrows’  report. 

Food  unfit  for  Consumption. 

No  food  has  been  seized  as  unfit  for  consumption 
during  the  year. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  majority  of  the  shippons  are  not  altogether  up 
to  date,  many  of  them  were  constructed  a  number  of 
years  ago.  The  recent  ones  meet  the  regulations  with 
regard  to  air  space  which  is  800  cubic  feet  for  each  cow. 

The  district  is  rural,  and  most  of  the  farmers  keep 
3  or  4  cows,  these  are  kept  the  greater  part  of  the  day  in 
the  fields  and  are  only  brought  up  at  night.  The  milk  is 
sold  by  them  to  their  neighbours,  and  used  by  themselves. 
Only  3  cowkeepers  keep  more  than  8  cows,  and  even  they 
have  other  means  of  earning  a  livelihood  besides  selling 
milk.  The  milk  sold  is  of  very  good  quality.  One 
sample  was  taken  by  me  from  one  of  the  largest  dealers 
and  was  analysed  and  found  of  very  good  quality. 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

Thirty-four  houses  have  been  inspected  under  Section 
17  of  the  Act  of  1909.  Only  one  closing  order  was 
made,  and  as  the  owner  did  not  consider  it  worth 
repairing  it  was  demolished. 

With  reference  to  the  other  33  houses  examined  no 
serious  defects  were  found  on  examination,  simply  want 
of  slop  stones,  broken  slop  stones,  walls  damp,  broken 
down  spouts,  defective  spouts,  and  badly  paved  yards,  &c. 
Defects  were  remedied  quickly  by  the  owners  on  their 
attention  being  drawn  to  them. 

We  have  no  slum  or  court  property  in  the  district. 
Most  of  the  cottages  are  very  clean  and  tidy,  with  good 
gardens  attached  to  them  and  plenty  of  open  space. 
The  population  increases  very  slowly,  and  has  only 
increased  about  100  during  the  past  10  years.  Old 
cottages  have  been  demolished  but  new  ones  have  been 
erected.  For  each  old  one  demolished  probably  two 
new  ones  have  been  built. 
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Some  of  the  old  thatched  cottages,  of  which  a  few 
still  survive,  are  beautifully  kept  and  very  clean,  and  I 
feel  sure  some  of  them  are  healthier  to  live  in  than  the 
new'  ones,  they  are  so  warm  in  winter  and  cool  in  summer, 
and  as  a  rule  they  have  gardens  half  an  acre  in  extent, 
and  stand  quite  by  themselves.  You  generally  find 
that  the  children  occupying  these  cottages  are  sturdy 
well  developed  boys  and  girls  with  good  complexions  and 
rosy  cheeks.  There  are  about  30  houses  uninhabited 
in  the  district. 

Building  operations  have  been  and  are  more  active 
in  the  district  than  they  have  been  for  the  past  few 
years.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  much  shortage  of 
cottages  for  the  inhabitants,  except  that  old  dwellings 
have  been  pulled  down  in  certain  parts  of  the  district 
and  no  new  ones  erected  on  or  near  the  old  sites.  Most 
of  the  building  which  is  being  done  is  in  the  most 
populated  parts. 


Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  for  the  district  is  obtained  from 
Burscough,  close  to  Ormskirk.  Two  deep  bore  holes 
being  made  in  the  new  red  sandstone,  the  water  being 
pumped  into  two  service  tanks.  Nearly  all  the  district 
is  supplied  with  the  exception  of  25  cottages  near 
Skelmersdale.  The  water  is  of  first-rate  quality,  and 
ample  in  quantity. 

An  analysis  of  it  has  been  made  at  the  end  of 
the  year  by  the  County  Analyst,  and  it  has  been 
pronounced  by  him  to  be  an  excellent  water  for  drinking 
or  domestic  purposes.  There  are  no  possibilities  of 
its  becoming  contaminated,  and  it  is  subject  to  my 
inspection. 

New  engines  have  been  installed. 
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Sewage  Works,  and  the  Method  of  Treatment 
of  the  Sewage. 

The  most  thickly  populated  part  of  the  district, 
namely,  Burscough  Town,  Burscough  Junction,  Square 
Lane,  New  Lane,  and  Burscough  Bridge,  and  the 
adjoining  parts  of  Lathom,  is  sewered  to  the  outfall 
works  at  New  Lane.  This  sewage  works  is  about 
10  acres  in  extent.  There  the  sewage  is  treated  by 
settling  tanks  and  land  irrigation. 

There  is  another  sewage  works  at  Westhead, 
Lathom,  where  the  sewage  is  treated  by  chemical 
precipitation,  and  coke  and  sand  filters. 

The  effluent  from  both  of  these  sewage  works  is 
always  satisfactory,  especially  the  one  at  New  Lane. 

About  Itt  acres  of  land  at  New  Lane  is  left 
uncultivated,  in  order  to  cope  with  any  excessive  flow 
of  sewage  caused  by  heavy  rainfall. 

Public  Elementary  Schools. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  at  all  the  schools  are 
very  good. 

Those  schools  situated  within  the  sewage  area  have 
had  the  privies  abolished,  water  closets — Doulton’s  patent 
syphonic  action  with  50  gallon  flushing  cisterns  being 
installed. 

Those  schools '  which  are  outside  the  sewage  area 
have  also  been  inspected,  and  pail  closets  are  used,  and 
these  are  regularly  emptied. 

Bakehouses. 

All  the  bakehouses  in  the  district  are  kept  very 
clean  indeed,  in  fact  they  could  not  be  improved.  One 
new  one  has  been  constructed  by  the  largest  baker  in 
the  district  quite  up  to  modern  standard.  There  are 
no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  district. 
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Slaughter  =  houses. 

There  are  only  3  in  the  district,  these  are  kept  very 
clean  and  in  good  order.  No  public  abbatoir  is  provided 
or  required. 


Lodging-Houses. 

None  in  the  district. 


Smoke  Nuisance. 

No  regulations  are  in  force  limiting  the  period  for 
emission  of  black  smoke,  and  no  timed  observations  have 
been  made. 

There  are  only  9  tall  chimneys,  and  only  one  of  the 
nine  occasionally  creates  smoke  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
be  a  nuisance,  the  cause  being  bad  stoking. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  LAING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Lathom, 

March  29th,  1914. 
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Table  IV.— Infant  Mortality. 

1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1  Year  of  Age. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
year  1913,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Lathom  and 
Burscough,  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with  Factories, 
Workshops,  Workplaces,  and  Homework. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Lathom  and  Burscough. 

Gentlemen, 

There  are  very  few  factories  in  this  district,  which 
is  largely  agricultural.  Messrs.  Ainscough’s  Corn  Mills  ; 
The  Burscough  Saw  Mills;  Messrs.  Martland,  Ltd.,  Corn 
Mills ;  Mr.  Bridge’s  Brickworks ;  Mr.  Thorougood’s 
Brickworks ;  and  The  Burscough  Laundry,  being  amongst 
the  most  important. 

The  Local  Government  Board  require  that  Form  572 
should  be  filled  up  by  me,  and  you  will  see  from  it  that 
34  workshops  and  workplaces  are  on  the  register. 

Thirty-five  Inspections  have  been  made  of  Factories 
during  the  year,  and  no  written  notices  or  prosecutions 
have  been  taken. 

Workshops  and  Workplaces — 

Sixty-nine  have  been  visited  and  two  written  notices 
sent  but  no  prosecutions  have  been  necessary. 

Altogether  104  visits  and  two  notices  served. 

In  two  instances  want  of  cleanliness  was  found  and 
remedied,  and  also  in  three  cases  limewashing  was 
necessary  and  was  attended  to. 

A  total  of  5  defects  found  and  5  remedied. 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  district. 
No  homework  is  done,  nor  are  there  any  outworkers. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  LAING, 

Lathom,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

March  25,  1914. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 


Surveyor’s  Office, 

Burscough  Bridge, 

February  18th,  1914. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Lathom  and  Burscough. 


Gentlemen, 


Plans. 

There  was  a  slight  improvement  in  building  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  district  over  the  previous  year,  19  plans 
having  been  approved  by  the  Council  for  the  erection  of 
2  pairs  of  semi-detached  villas,  3  new  cottages,  enlarge¬ 
ments  and  conversions  to  provide  5  new  cottages,  1  new 
bakehouse,  1  new  golf  pavilion,  1  new  engine  house,  and 
the  remainder  being  for  alterations  or  additions  to 
existing  buildings. 


Water  Supply. 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  with 
water  taken  from  the  Council’s  mains,  the  water  being 
pumped  from  2  boreholes  in  the  new  red  sandstone  at 
Dark  Lane,  Burscough.  The  last  analysis  was  made  in 
January,  1914,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  :  — 

Copy  of  Analysis. 

I  have  analysed  the  sample  of  water  from  tap  on  Council’s 
premises  at  Burscough  Bridge,  and  received  from  Mr.  Burrows  on 
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the  14th  January,  1914,  with  the  following  results  expressed  in 
parts  per  lOO’OOO  : — 


Total  solid  matter  k>  Solution  ...  ...  19-2 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 

in  15  minutes  ...  ...  ...  *005 

in  3  hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  *009 

Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  -002 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  *002 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  *436 

,,  Nitrites  ...  ...  ...  None 

Combined  Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  3-1 


Hardness  Temporary  ...  *02 

„  Permanent  ...  8-0 


The  sample  was  clear  and  colourless,  acid  to  litmus,  but  had  no 
appreciable  action  on  lead. 

Observations. 

This  is  excellent  water  for  drinking  and  domestic  use. 

As  witness  my  hand  this  22nd  day  of  January,  1914. 

(Signed) 

W.  COLLINGWOOD  WILLIAMS,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C., 
At  the  Public  Analyst’s  Laboratory,  36,  Dansie  Street,  Liverpool. 


It  is  pumped  through  a  7-inch  rising  main  to  2 
service  tanks  situated  at  a  distance  of  600  yards  from 
the  pumping  station.  The  low  level  tank,  supplying  the 
whole  of  the  Burscough  district  and  part  of  the  Lathom 
district,  has  a  capacity  of  80,000  gallons.  The  high  level 
tank,  supplying  the  more  elevated  part  of  the  district  at 
Westhead,  in  Lathom,  has  a  capacity  of  20,000  gallons. 
52,389,800  gallons  of  water  were  raised  to  the  service 
tanks  during  the  year,  an  average  of  143,533  gallons  per 
day,  being  an  increase  of  1,745,800  gallons  on  the  total 
number  of  gallons  pumped  during  1912,  and  an  average 
daily  increase  of  4,783  gallons.  The  number  of  gallons 
supplied  through  meters  for  trade  purposes  was  4,405,000 
gallons,  a  total  increase  of  266,000  gallons,  average  daily 
increase  729  gallons,  and  the  total  quantity  supplied  to 
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the  West  Lancashire  Rural  District  Council  for  the 
township  of  RufFord  was  4,767,000  gallons,  being  an 
increase  of  1,053,000  gallons,  average  daily  increase, 
2,885  gallons. 

Deducting  these  quantities  from  the  total  number  of 
gallons  pumped  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ratepayers  con¬ 
sumed  a  total  of  43,217,800  gallons  for  domestic  purposes, 
being  an  average  of  118,405  gallons  per  day,  a  total 
increase  of  426,800  gallons,  or  1,170  gallons  per  day. 

The  consumption  per  head  per  day  on  the  estimated 
total  population  supplied,  viz.  :  6,800,  is  17'4  gallons,  as 
against  17 ’2  gallons  for  the  years  1911  and  1912. 

The  new  engines  and  suction  gas  plant  have  proved 
very  reliable  and  economical  in  work,  and  the  fuel  costs 
compare  very  favourably  with  town’s  gas.  The  difficulty 
now  is  that  there  is  evidently  a  large  quantity  of  water 
running  to  waste,  which  up  to  the  present  time  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  accounted  for.  The  Deacon’s  Waste 
Water  Meter  fixed  on  the  6in.  main  on  the  Low  Level 
service  shows  a  waste  line  between  1  a.m.  and  4  a.m.  of 
at  least  2,000  gallons  per  hour,  which  cannot  be  considered 
in  any  way  “  light,”  especially  taking  into  account  that 
when  both  pumps  are  working  to  their  full  capacity  only 
10,000  gallons  per  hour  can  be  delivered  to  the  service 
tanks,  and  the  daily  average  pumping  hours  is  therefore 
14^  hours.  Unless  this  leakage  is  very  soon  discovered 
and  put  right,  the  Council  will  be  compelled  to  take  in 
hand  the  installation  of  larger  pumps  and  increased  well 
room  in  order  to  be  able  to  supply  the  average  daily 
consumption  with  at  most  10  hours  work.  A  scheme  has 
been  put  before  the  Council  with  this  object  in  view,  but 
the  consideration  of  it  has  been  deferred  for  the  present. 

Eight  new  connections  have  been  put  in  to  supply 
new  property  during  the  year. 


The  rainfall  for  the  year  1913  was  the  lowest 
taken  since  the  installation  of  the  Negretti  and  Zambra 
Rainguage  at  the  Waterworks  Pumping  Station  in 
1909. 


The  total  for  1913  was  15*94  Indies. 


„  1912 

„  35*87  „ 

„  1911 

„  32*88  „ 

„  1910 

„  38*75  „ 

„  1909 

„  36*21  „ 

amount  for  each  month  was  as  follows 

J anuary  ... 

...  2*92  Inches. 

February 

•91  „ 

March 

...  1*28  „ 

April 

1*19  „ 

May  . 

...  2*66  „ 

June  ... 

1*13  „ 

July 

...  Nil  „ 

August 

*31  „ 

September 

...  *75  „ 

October 

1*15  „ 

November 

...  1*90  „ 

December 

1*74  „ 

Total 

15*94 

No  rain  was  collected  from  21st  of  June  to  21st  of 
August,  a  period  of  62  days.  There  were  243  days 
altogether  on  which  no  rainfall  was  collected,  and  only  on 
3  days  was  -^-an-inch  or  more  taken,  viz.  :  3rd  May, 
l*0in.,  10th  of  January,  *5in.,  2nd  of  February,  *5in. 


Drainage. 

The  “  Urban”  portions  of  the  district  known  as 
Burscough  Bridge  and  Burscough  Town,  are  sewered  to 
an  outfall  at  New  Lane,  about  1^  miles  from  Burscough 
Bridge.  The  sewage  is  here  treated  by  continuous  flow 
sedimentation  tanks  without  the  addition  of  any  chemical 
precipitants,  and  the  tank  effluent  is  then  conducted  along 
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an  open  half  pipe  carrier  along  the  top  end  of  the  field, 
and  from  this  carrier  by  openings  at  5  yard  intervals  on 
to  the  land  by  broad  irrigation.  The  field  is  10  statute 
acres  in  extent,  and  the  soil  is  very  good  for  sewage 
treatment  having  a  good  bed  of  sandy  subsoil  under  the 
greater  portion.  It  is  well  underdrained  with  3m. 
agricultural  drain  tiles  laid  herring  bone  fashion  to  6in. 
branch  drains  which  all  collect  to  a  i2in.  main  drain 
along  the  bottom  of  the  field,  on  which  are  constructed 
open  manholes  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  effluent, 
so  that  it  can  be  seen  at  once  if  any  part  of  the  field  is 
not  doing  its  work  properly.  Good  crops  of  mangolds 
and  turnips  are  obtained  and  find  a  ready  sale  in  the 
autumn  of  the  year  to  farmers  and  cowkeepers  for  cattle 
food. 


For  the  last  3  years  about  acres  of  the  farm  was 
left  bare  of  crops  in  order  that  any  flow  greater  than 
could  be  treated  by  the  land  in  times  of  heavy  rainfall 
could  be  easily  dealt  with  without  causing  damage.  This 
has  proved  so  successful  that  the  farm  committee  have 
now  decided  to  keep  this  portion  of  land  permanently  for 
this  purpose,  but  willows  are  being  planted  on  it  in  order 
that  it  shall  not  get  sewage-sick,  and  bring  in  sufficient 
revenue  to  pay  the  cost  of  keeping  the  surface  worked 
and  free  from  weeds.  There  is  also  an  extent  of  \  an 
acre  which  has  been  excavated  to  a  depth  of  2ft.  6ins., 
well  drained  on  the  bottom  and  filled  with  rough  clinkers 
on  which  any  very  excessive  flow  is  treated  before  being 
turned  into  the  stream. 

No  poor  effluents  are  ever  taken  from  this  outlet  by 
the  River  Inspector. 

The  sludge  from  the  settling  tanks  is  pumped  on  to 
a  large  lagoon  and  air  dried,  and  when  sufficiently  stiff 
mixed  with  sawdust  manure  for  use  on  grass  land.  No 
trouble  whatever  is  experienced  in  getting  rid  of  all  the 
sludge  deposited  in  the  tanks. 
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Where  there  is  a  convenient  surface  water  drain  in 
the  vicinity,  the  house  drains  are  on  the  separate  system, 
but  in  the  case  of  new  property  water  closets  are  insisted 
upon  and  the  roof  water  is  in  these  cases  allowed  to  be 
turned  in  at  the  highest  parts  of  the  drains  to  assist  the 
flushing  cisterns  in  keeping  the  drains  clean. 

There  are  8  flushing  cisterns  (each  of  about  500 
gallons,  and  fitted  with  Adams’  Patent  Syphons)  at  the 
summit  ends  of  the  sewers  which  are  used  in  the  summer 
months,  or  whenever  any  smell  is  noticed  from  the  open 
manhole  covers. 

Westhead  Village,  at  the  south  end  of  the  district, 
has  a  separate  system  of  sewers,  the  outfall  being  on  the 
north  side  of  the  railway  near  Westhead  Halt.  The 
sewage  is  here  treated  with  aluminoferric  in  open  settling 
tanks,  the  tank  effluent  being  passed  through  High  and 
Low  Level  trickling  filters  which  are  in  duplicate  and 
worked  alternately.  The  High  Level  Beds  are  con¬ 
structed  of  2ft.  6ins.  of  coke  broken  to  pass  a  3m.  ring, 
with  a  6in.  layer  on  top  of  the  coke  of  ^in.  to  ^in. 
screened  steel  slag  chippings.  The  Low  Level  Beds  are 
2  feet  in  depth,  composed  of  ift.  6ins.  of  -Jin.  screened 
chippings,  with  a  6in.  layer  of  screened  ^in.  chippings 
on  top. 

All  the  filter  beds  are  well  drained  with  3m. 
agricultural  drain  tiles  delivering  into  a  6in.  earthenware 
pipe  main  drain,  which  is  continued  at  the  top  end  of  the 
filter  by  ^  bends  and  upright  pipes  to  1  foot  above  the 
coping  of  the  filter  bed  wall,  and  thus  greatly  assisting 
the  aeration  of  the  filtrate  by  causing  a  continuous  flow 
of  fresh  air  throughout  the  collecting  drains. 

The  effluent  from  these  works  also  have  been  of  a 
consistently  good  character  throughout  the  year,  and  in 
fact  slightly  better  than  in  any  previous  year. 
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Sewer  Ventilation. 

Nearly  all  the  manholes  are  fitted  with  open  grids, 
and  there  are  in  addition  4  6in.  reinforced  concrete  vent 
shafts  connected  with  9m.  earthenware  cement  jointed 
pipes  to  manholes,  and  fitted  at  the  top  with  Boyles  Air 
Pump  Ventilating  Cowls. 

Canal  Boats. 

Twenty-seven  canal  boats  were  inspected,  and  I 
must  again  give  the  boatmen  praise  for  the  high  standard 
of  cleanliness  of  the  cabins,  &c.,  particularly  those  in 
charge  of  local  boatmen.  No  complaints  had  to  be  made 
as  to  the  state  of  repair  or  condition  of  the  cabins,  with 
the  exception  of  two  boats  in  charge  of  boatmen  carrying 
coal  and  manure. 

Food  unfit  for  Consumption. 

No  food  has  been  seized  as  unfit  for  consumption 
during  the  year. 

Nuisances. 

Four  notices  for  abatement  of  Nuisances  have 
been  served,  and  in  addition  other  nuisances  have  been 
attended  to  after  having  attention  drawn  to  same  either 
by  letter  or  verbally. 

Before  any  statutory  notice  is  given,  it  is  customary 
to  send  a  copy  of  the  Inspector’s  or  Medical  Officer  of 
Health’s  Report,  and  by  these  means  79  cases  have  been 
dealt  with,  made  up  as  follows,  viz.  : — 

Combined  ashpits  and  privies,  repaired,  roofed, 
or  cemented  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  privies  and  ashpits  or  ashbins,  provided  to 
old  property  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Privies  abolished,  and  water  closets  and  ashbins 
provided  in  place  of  delapidated  privies,  &c.  7 
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Blocked  drains  opened,  and  offensive  ditch 
cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Drains  taken  up  and  new  drains  laid  ...  ...  2 

Downspouts  and  eaves  gutters  repaired  ...  2 

New  slopstone  wastes  repaired,  and  yard  gullies 


Damp  walls  and  buildings  pointed  and  repaired  4 
Yard  pavements  taken  up  and  repaved  ...  6 

Cellars  flooded  through  drains  being  blocked  ...  2 

Dirty  house  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  1 

Manure  wharf  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hotel  urinal  closed  off  from  public  street  ...  1 


Smoke. 

There  are  no  regulations  limiting  the  period  for  the 
emission  of  black  smoke,  and  no  timed  observations  have 
been  made.  There  are  only  9  tall  chimneys  in  the 
district,  and  of  these  only  one  that  at  times  turns  out 
smoke  in  such  quantities  as  to  be  a  nuisance. 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

Thirty-three  houses  have  been  inspected  under 
Section  17  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act, 
1907.  One  closing  order  was  made,  and  as  the  owner 
did  not  consider  the  house  worth  making  satisfactory,  it 
was  at  once  demolished,  one  other  cottage  was  demolished 
voluntarily.  No  serious  defects  were  found  in  any  of 
the  other  houses  inspected,  the  only  matters  to  complain 
of  being  damaged  slopstone  pipes,  broken  eaves  gutters, 
or  walls  slightly  damp,  and  these  defects  are  soon 
remedied  on  sending  the  owners  a  copy  of  the  report. 
There  is  no  “slum”  or  “court”  property  in  the  district, 
almost  every  house  having  its  small  garden  or  open  space 
at  the  rear. 
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The  population  of  the  district  does  not  increase 
much,  and  as  quickly  as  new  property  is  erected,  it  is 
tenanted  by  people  who  want  to  live  in  more  modern 
houses,  and  thus  the  poorer  class  of  property  becomes 
vacated  by  the  people  moving  up.  I  have,  however,  been 
greatly  struck  by  the  fact  that  the  tenants  themselves  in 
almost  every  case  make  the  houses  good  or  bad  according 
to  their  own  habits,  houses  that  would  be  thought  to  be 
below  the  standard  are  kept  beautifully  clean  and  sanitary 
by  some  tenants,  whereas  other  property  of  recent  con¬ 
struction  and  up-to-date  sanitation  are  made  insanitary 
by  the  filthy  habits  of  the  occupants.  In  my  opinion, 
the  greatest  improvements  will  be  affected  by  the  teaching 
of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  in  the  schools,  and  by  this 
means  educating  the  future  population  in  sanitary  matters, 
rather  than  expecting  older  people  of  fixed  habits  to  live 
up  to  modern  ideas  of  sanitation  and  cleanliness. 

There  are  at  present  31  unoccupied  houses  in  the 
district  fit  for  habitation. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  BURROWS, 

Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


